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Today we are witness to the results of a war thatjussied with trumped up evidence, false documents
and blatant propaganda, fought against a country crippled yadealef inhumane sanctions, and resulting
in a "reconstruction process" that is described by puaditginging freedom to Iraq, but in fact is merely
bringing billion dollar contracts to US corporations.

It has been a long time coming, and a lot of effiod money spent, but the US government and its
corporate cronies have finally muscled their way in position of control in Irag. While the US and UK
used false evidence in they're hype to promote thisweacan today look at the facts of their actions and
assess the real motivation behind the war--the radiv we suspected all alorgyeed.

Even in the sight of the illegality and injustice oétivar, it is tempting to believe that the reconstonct
process being proposed is necessary, and that we nidistutamoses and support it. It is certainly true that
Iragq has been devastated. By sanctions, by despotigdehgiden years of bombings and two rounds of all
out attacks by the most powerful military force in tharbel. But the reconstruction proposed is not one to
aid the Iraqi people, or even Iragi business. What ithe table today is aid for the bottom lines on the
financial statements of a small number of prominerimarily US based, multinationals.

War, as we have seen countless times before, ifimgro the beat of a profit motive.

The initial contracts for reconstruction in Iraq wenértg.

Bechtel-San Francisco Engineering company--awarded the @ntraebuild Iraq's infrastructure $680
million USD. Bechtel is notable for selling chermivgeapons to Saddam Hussein back in the 1980s.
Halliburton's KBR , infamously a company recently headed by Dick Chéne's still receiving back
pay), gets to control Iraq's ailfields, the seconddatgn the world. To date they have taken in 1.5 billion
USs.

The Pentagon handed the $45 million USD contract for eless network tMCl , while Motorola will

be profiting from sales of mobile telecommunicatian$rag.

DynCorp won a $50 million contract to organize Iraq's lanoecément.

Bush has said, "By replacing corruption and self-dealirily fnée markets and fair laws, the people of the
Middle East will grow in prosperity and freedom." Which | suggs why Halliburton won their lucrative
contract without any competative bidding, completely thhdisglf-dealing”, and why every initial
reconstruction contract was awarded to US companiesgihrablatant policy of "To the Victor Go the
Spoils".

By now most of you have seen on the news that therbe®as$ 37 billion raised in a meeting in Madrid
for the reconstruction of Irag. What is less often regubis that the vast majority of that money is anjoa
much of it from the IMF or WB, which require rigorous rasturing to suit IMF WB economic ideology.
Even the US has converted much of its promised funbidiqrinto a loan. Iraq, already saddled with $120
billion in debt, is being forced to take a loan from tlatiackers, and once they have rebuilt what was
destroyed by those attackers, will have to pay this moaely to the people who destroyed it all in the first
place.

Before the nation states gathered in Madrid, some &#eplayers were gathering in London at a
conference organized by the US-Iraq Business Alliawb&h has ties to the Pentagon as well as big US
business, called "Doing Business in Iraq: KickstartimgRrivate Sector”. 100 private companies gathered
to discuss opportunities for investment in Iraq. Amdregt were, ExxonMobil, Delta Airlines, American
Hospital Group, and McDonald's all eager to investifjateestment opportunites” well before the real
issues like clean water and food are dealt with.



As Herbert Docena aptly noted in an article on ZNettHe.people who will be paying for the occupation
will not be the same people who will be profiting i©értainly, donor countries in Madrid have something
to gain. Up until now, the lucrative contracts for Iraquilding have strictly been a US affair. Even the UK
was out in the cold.

Now we have Iraq being offered to the multinational coepons like raw meat to rabid dogs. All the
corporations have to do is convince their home govermserante up for the US's "Iraq reconstruction™
funds and they can have a piece of the pie. And what i ipi The complete wholesale privatization of a
country in one go. Including water, electricity and hosgitt00% foreign ownership of all assets other
than oil and real estate suddenly possible for thetiing--poof--just like that. It is such a fast convemsio
that even hard core capitalists and supporters of thangaexpressing concern.

The link between corporate globalization and war couldihéeimade more clear. As Billy Bragg sings in
his more accurate update of the stvay, "War What is if Good For? It's good for business."

The movement for peace has been huge. The largest ith mstdry. Which serves to underscore the
blatant undemocratic nature of this entire bloody Whe world was dragged into the war kicking and
screaming. And we will keep on kicking and screaming édonemic justice in Iraq. For a lasting real
peace based on international law and humanitariam stantéedsill keep on kicking and screaming until
the US, with their bloody hands, is not in controtra# treasury of Iraq, nor of any other country. We are
demanding that the US and the British governments pagllftire damage they have caused in Iraq as
required by the Geneva convetions. And we insistith&anada, our own government contribute the aid
they have committed to Iraq through neutral funds that havis with the occupying armed forces.

Peace activists are on the move around the worlsbiethe millions invested in public relations
propaganda to convince us to support the war and the ocaupate respond with 10s of thousands of US
citizens in Washinton DC this morning, including many pts®f the US soldiers who are in Iraq right
now. Despite the imprisonment of people without chargegss to lawyers or to evidence from
Guantanamo Bay to Toronto, we are responding witlleisind vocal opposition. We are an Australian
MP being evicted from the floor of the Australian ariient for heckling George Bush about Guantanamo
Bay during his visit this week. We are climbing to the ¢6the Sydney opera house and painting No To
War on that famous roof to greet Bush as he arrivesaM/éhousands of Filippino peasants and peace
activists lining the streets to protest Bush's motiwda Manila last week, while more than 100,000 people
were in the streets throughout the Philippines. We aregéégalloway, British MP, being kicked out of

the labour party for expressing the radical opinion tret3hneva Convention was more than a piece of
paper and refusing to backtrack on his anti-war stanoe wk are the British activists who are planning
demonstrations to meet Bush when he arrives in thehigkNbvember.

Humanity will not be intimidated. But George Bush and TBtajr are intimidated by our resolve. We
cannot be bought. We are not afraid. But George and [anin fear that this movement will last because
they can neither control nor understand it. The meverfor peace and justice will last as long as human
beings have hearts and a conscience. Today we shavotltethat we cannot be duped by easy platitudes
about peace and democracy, that we have our own visjgeact that has not been fed to us by CNN, and
it is not something created by arms contractors and aipos bidding to sell BigMacs in Bagdhad. Peace
is something we are creating ourselves, in our comitesidnd in solidarity with the people of the world.
Peace is created today in this action, in Victoria,iarelery action to end injustice around the world.
Thank you for being here today.

Stacy Chappel is the Executive Director of the Vancolsland Public Interest Research Group (VIPIRG)
www.vipirg.ca
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