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Herbert Marcuse said: the success of the dominant ideddg make unthinkable the possibility of alternativ®e are here to
disprove joyfully and creatively that terrible idea! Tbamference is only one of many gatherings the worddt that will witness
the growing resistance movement. And | do not mea@HEST: Resistance is a positive force as we worknagaggression and
globalization, we work towards creating “another waslgossible” as the World Social Forum says.

Let us start by celebrating that another world alreadgists in all corners of the world.

As Maria Mies has written, there are many examplesiofessful subsistence communities to study. My friendsrkidlamdon,
says that people in Palestine are not waiting hopefollpeace, she says there are 1500 organizationsestidgd@ns and Israelis
working together peacefully in all aspects of life. Aswork together in social movements, our daily actitressmall ways in
which we unite with commitment, compassion and civiitng the foundations of equality and cooperation whichtesgthat
other possible world.

The big events — Seattle, Genoa, Quebec etc. a@mglitant. They show the globalizing war makers thahase both vast
numbers and a large number of skilled organizers amkiensy We really do scare them; they don’t know hawonganize or
where we turn up next. We have made the private, puticnake them answerable to the world. These evantklwot be
possible without the “grunt work”, as Walden Bello c#ll®n the local level. It is the often unglamorouass roots work, local,
consistent and focussed that changes the hearts andohpmtgple and moves them to massive social actionyEerarm like
this one, like all the regional and special World 8bfirums, has an empowering ripple effect. We shar&mawledge and
inspiration and go home nourished and ready to work!

| would like to talk about boycotts — a highly successfaywo influence markets and change policies. Sinceuogptson is at the
very heart of the corporate ideology, any move tolehge consumption is seen as dangerous and subversive, pdytesila
boycotts are often successful! Since January | haveibgelved in “Boycott USA”. We in BC have spread thisicept around
the world. We encourage people to not shop at USA chaimsydJSA products or brands, not always easy for tbbss who
live next door. Equally important, we urge Canadians neistbthe USA, to boycott its entire mainstream medid, movies etc.
This way we help rid ourselves of USA cultural dominatioid create space and time for Canadian and internatidtalecy
particularly independent media. We are heartened to se¢hieboycott spread throughout Europe and Asia. AndarUtbA
activists are boycotting any products of companies thalugeomilitary supplies. Let’s keep it up! A key part of botingtis
focussed on buying less and buying locally. For those afld&ted to tea and coffee, organic fair trade produatsaofy kinds
are gaining in minority world sales while majority wopibducers get fair prices and help in community developrrahself-
sufficiency.

While individuals are acting in daily life on this perabscale, there is a major macro- level of boycotti#sA. There is a major
divestment by rich foreign investors as they pull theineyoout of the USA. It is very significant that aibpgucers — Iran,
Venezuela, Russia, maybe Indonesia are trading for Elinesdollar is losing its global pre-eminence. Peopgeshocked when |
say the war against Iraq was partly a war againdttimepean Union. The EU is more dependent on WesterroAsian the
USA,; it was vital for USA to gain control of Iragil@nd trade it in dollars and teach the EU a lessorElBopeans, watch your
oil supply and your Euro — right now your combined GNgreater than the USA — you are the only threat to USA heggnso

| think you must be very careful what politicians you s#lo

In another boycott - against World Bank bonds which sa8886 of its funding by bond sales, USA cities, univesjtchurches
etc. are not buying these bonds as an act of reséstar\WB policies in the majority world.

Brazil is full of wonderful acts of resistance — a coymtith 20,000 free radio stations, a landless movemfemiltions that has
endured murder and violence from the ruling elite to ¢gd and settle hundreds of thousands of subsistence farmedshelp
elect a president. A country where a frail, sickly veoman illiterate servant from the Amazon, who lednoeread and write as
an adult, is now the Minister of the Environment @&determined to save the biodiversity of her rich hame Marina Silva. |
recently learned that slaves in Brazil used to disg@kealsfense in music and dance — slavery has ended buytharsd art of
self-defense endures @apioera.

Across the world in Kenya, the Green Belt Movementhigsen heralded for its work in planting millions of treesl working to
save parks and ecosystems while empowering women aortiraunity level — its founder has been jailed, beateriahded
and never gave up — now she, Wangari Maathi, is MinitierecEnvironment in a new Kenyan government!



Art can be an act of resistance so important thawtirll watched in horror when Butras Butras Ghali annourtfeed)N war on
Irag in 1992 in front of a tapestry of Picasso’s Guernic@003 and saw that it was covered when this year’s \wwarannounced
by USA leaders. The connection between the horror ofriigeand that planned in Irag was too obvious, even fdpahgarian
military leaders. Expressing resistance in art allowscoeativity to bloom and take seed in our many projfctssistance.
Poetry, music, theatre can all be integrated intfeadihere we no longer accept art as a commercial @atitynto be passively
consumed.

In much of our resistance we are not aware of the dam@ATS lurking behind privatization, service cuts godernment
deals. But | come from the city where the MAI wastfieaked and where resistance to the MAI began. Whehhome | will
work to increase awareness of GATS.

In the struggle against GATS and trade agreements, wepabtons of teachers, students, parents and contyrgmaiups
working together to save schools in Canada. Teach&fexito who have publicly opposed the lack of government stifiqno
education have been attacked, jailed and 150 teachers leswvembedered — but still they resist and now seek oaaditvith
Canadian and USA teachers who face the threats oSG privatization. USA parents have already organizedheooial-
free schools and have got rid of advertising in scheas though and they lose the “donated” equipment asWhlile the USA
government promotes a free video game about joining timg & its schools, one school in Vancouver, BC enaes&ids to
turn in war toys and violent material and gives thenkbbo

A young friend of mine used her last pay check when sisecutaby Ministry of Health to buy 500 stickers with onedvo
CAMPBELL ( the name of the BC Premier) on it andgmme whole night in Victoria with her friends stiogithem under the
word STOP on stop signs!

Seniors, nurses, unions and citizens are joining togath&C to organize widespread “Days of Defiance” in pneommunities
and use many creative ways to distribute informatiomtathe threat to our health care and all our soci&ices. BC is bidding
for the Olympics in 2010 — a fancy Davos-style resortsaig Vancouver — Whistler — where incidentally the i@V OS World
Economic Forum is rumoured to be happening. The goveltimasrpromises over $60 million just to rebuild a highasagt that
is the tip of the iceberg of taxpayers’ money being gteethe corporate world. So a campaign called HEALTHEAREFORE
OLYMPICS has been started by senior citizen groups! ttikesands of others, we have a sticker on our calgimung that
slogan.

In Australia a No-Borders support group for refugees pulled dbevbarricades at a detention jail and many refugeesseere
free. Movement of peoples fleeing war, oppression, ppeerd displacement are a little recognized result of tjidieon, but in
every receiving country, solidarity groups of citizend eefugees are growing.

| could go on for hours with success stories andimprtant that we share them — to inspire and encouraigeous own work.
The work of democracy building is not one mass struggle a butriad of richly varied responses to differentatitans, but we
all share the same commitment for justice in peacecamanunity in health.

Beside everything else- a recent study at UK Univerdityussex says that social action is good for your haatirhappiness!
The effect of activism makes one less prone to paldioess and more confident and empowered by actingirpportive group
with a common goal! My young friends say it is good fo love life too! That figures!

Resistance is the secret of joy as Alice Walker s&fsknew it all along!

There are several issues | want to reflect on. A&l gesterday we have learned from our recent resistanthe USA-UK war on
Irag, that the work for peace and democracy are onerdléef social movements is to bring awareness, sisalyspiration and
organized action to our societies — to offer the oppostuaibe agents of change in a community of like-minded i&eehlearted
people. We are growing in strength every where.

One of the most important roles we have is to nowaghexpand our communication networks. The internetechahe still have-
has been crucial to our exchange of information and gteste list serves, messages, websites and on-line fikedibe
Indymedia movement. Print magazines and papers must be&ippave have many in Canada, a small spread out populatio
needs its on press, there are also independent radamstatieally important in the majority world too. At$t made videos,
books, leaflets, meetings, music, poetry and art aesséntial. Rosalie Bertell says “we can be our ovedia” and we are doing
a good job of it! We have yet to have our own TV. A youiagjdn activist at WSF told me, we have to tax owmeseto afford TV
networks and stations — most people get their news in cuofpaorld and increasingly in majority world straightrh TV — it

has the appearance of authenticity and reality no atkedia has. He is right — and | am still trying to fig@ut how to do it!

In Canada we are faced with the situation — particularBC where a rightwing government says to us — youedeas with a
large majority- in our system of parliamentary electitie, person with most votes takes the seat. In BC we TiAmembers from



the Liberals and only 2 in the opposition, Social Demacirty, which is struggling in almost in oblivion. e resist as an
“irresponsible” social movement against an implacaloly elected government which is selling off and giving awayrights,
our resources and our commons —this is democracepsde it.

What is the relationship of social movements to malitparties? In order to change these neoliberal poligdsave to change
the government. Do we want to continue to try to efii|eh the outside, by making a particular policy too expansi unpopular
for the government? Or are we willing to consider gettidgf the collaborators by creating our own creatpolitical base —
beyond reaction? | do not have any answers — | anmreopolitical party but | do support those | can, andvetfalt let down by
those governments of parties | supported. For Europe withsexpiegional voting — it is easier to get a voice in guvent for a
small party. But you too have felt betrayed by partiesworked in.

So we need to think and talk about this. But if we reafint change we have to think about bridging the gap betsaezal
activists and partisan political activists. In Brazitlarenezuela the two worked together on an agreed minimatfonoh of

mutual support, and elected new governments. In Argentirspjt of incredible grass roots reaction to econamigis, an old
style government stays in office. Can we consider workiitiy or transforming a party or developing a new bgit#itical party,
even joining and working in it, to see our dreams and dpagisme part of a legislated reality? | know we sonegisee
politicians as opportunists and sell-outs; they see usascountable or flakey. But how do we change policitteowut gaining
power? Starting at the local level may be the besy émthe power of change. Local results of neolibenakre easier to see and
explain. In Canada, people often do not want to be bothétledosal issues — like sewage and water- but these are gbthe
issues that need our attention today.

As my dear friend, the late Canadian activist, Kay Macgtn said: When in doubt, do both.
Maybe that is the answer and the solution to the agistichotomy.

| want to talk about what is closest to my heart 4dbug and maintaining social movements. That | feel deggljhave to change
the values of our society at the local and personal.l®osalie Bertell says we have changed many cduewin our society —
from values about homosexuality to animal rights. Weehtaxchange our core belief in the power and the gibryaterialism

and militarism, that are central to our acceptanceilitny pacts, trade agreements, and consumption basedd that promote
greed and aggression. And we need to be clear that lifedepanit. At the same time we need to live a lifgogf solidarity and,
dare | say it, love, and be the model for a new wdiviofg with each other and the world around us.

That is why we need our own organizations, meetingscammunication or media, but also we need to presemveommons —
our universal health care, schools, resources, utiéitielsto keep knowledge in the public realm and to retainemgesof human
community as the poet, T.S. Eliot said: There is feodkcept that of community. We need to expose the dedidigiés of
material growth and military might, state terrorism aadstant competition that are incorporated in governipaiities and
agreements. While we do this we work in solidarity, sidsitg, creating the better possible world, together. Jibis work —
quietly away from the mass rallies and peace walks -+ sfemngly is very important but | also feel the pressof

time...... running out as our world changes around us! Sodet'$o it!

WHO TAKES CHARGE? WOMEN TAKE CHARGE!
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GATS, privatization, health and education in Canada

Notes for presentation to Conference in Cologne, Germany, May 9-11,2003.

By Theresa Wolfwood, Barnard-Boecker Centre Foundation, Victoria, BC, CANADA

| would like to thank you for inviting me here and | lyigreetings from sisters and colleagues in Canadanamdvements there.
We are here today and we are not alone! Many than&saMnd all the workers, for made this important gatbepossible. Ellen
Dietrich’s display is excellent; do take time to looktaAnd some of these banners were made by my baeaenér, Thalia
Campbell of Wales, and it is great to connect withHege.

Back in the 1980’s when we suddenly told we could not affggovarnment that served society; we had to be “lean and
competitive”, there was a panel on the then being negdtizree Trade Agreement of Canada-USA. The fashiofellzey,
“There is No Alternative” was posed to the panellistdicaraguan said: For us, Canada is the Alternative. héve an equitable
society with structures and services for your peoplevieateek to achieve.

Alas, Nicaraguans are struggling to just exist, noveratUSA backed war and economic disasters wrought Bydasked
politicians and global institutions .And in Canada, weeaso seeing the loss of our enviable achieveniestial justice and
services. Only now do we realize that a right gainadstrbe a right, constantly maintained. The latest assawur society
comes via GATS.

The General Agreement on Trade in Services is a fudinglopment of “free trade” as advanced by the World&ra
Organization. In its 2000 version, it covers all trarisastby governments, going well beyond the free movewfarsources,
goods and currency under WTO, NATFTA and the proposed FTAA

It intrudes into the basic services that many of ugjquderly Canadians, have believed are the respongibifligovernment to its
electorate, the citizens. All government regulatiasarvices and supply of services are subject to G&Ti@iny. Government
services that are part of a range that includes prégxtéces are subject to GATS- particularly if thap de seen to be in
competition. It is designed to grow and expand its scope.

Even our enthusiastic WTO ambassador admits thatlitdas many areas previously considered as national/md it will be
difficult for later governments to undo much of GATS corimant by a previous government. This really implies atidrdgeat
to democracy and citizens’ ability to affect policyadlge through elections and laws at all levels. In Camadanational
agreements signed by the national government have profourgpecitic effects on the provincial and municipal lsvén
Canada, provinces are responsible for health, educatdmuch environmental legislation.

But the Canadian government is one of the major plagerese agreements and is willing to sacrifice natiand regional
rights for the right of Canadian companies to get in aeya/in the world and let others into Canada — all thenaaprofit on what
we have traditionally believed was the justificatidroor civil service — in other words to serve the pedpileink that belief
exists in many countries and we just beginning to realategibvernments are willing accomplices in global corgopatnder of
our commons — our very air, water, land, wisdom, oud learned social services and fabric of life, and medom of association
and community are all up for grabs in trade agreements.

| live in @ mountainous land of clear streams and abunida@ns, Canadians are threatened by pressure from US8rake water
into a sell out commodity, along with hydroelectricéready a big export. We light up Seattle and New Yorid Ance in place,
these exports, commoditisation of our commons, aredrside under trade agreements — we have known this slEEA but
the hose pipe is only now snaking across the borderapdrate hands are on the tap.

Two years ago, my province, BC, elected a right windilbe@l government that is happily embracing privat@atiforeign buy-
outs of resources etc. It has just sold off 1500 jobs irpwbiic electricity to a multi-national corporation, Aotere, supposedly
to cut costs as it eliminates union jobs and opens up atbas for privatization as BC now encourages priyameration of
power for the system. This mix will make the whole s&rwulnerable to total GATS rulings and privation foofft. Accenture
operates around the world and claims in airport ADsitlais profitably “out sourced British Petroleum” aslvesl parts of the
Government of France.

GATS opens up all our public services for corporatefaraign opportunism — what Fredric Clairmont (TWR Jah/f3) calls
“Casino Capitalism” and we know the house always wiinsrtainly threatens health, education, utilities atieér public
services by ruling that governments may not protect publiéces or private services provided by local compaes forty
year old universal one-tier health system is beindestdoy the greed of corporations, added by governments thatriergle



GATS and other agreements for them. The results in @aaradsimilar to those described in Germany yestepdeay, service,
closures of facilities and long patient waits, shdntaspital stays and privatization of support services.

Already under existing agreements accompanied by fundinghattsause poor service to show that “public healthdaeen’t
work”, a favourite neoliberal government strategy, maspects of health in a broad and public sense havesbeerely
compromised: patenting laws and the protection of bdaags curtails access to AlDs and other medicatiansémy; the lack of
control of, indeed government enthusiasm for, food irremtiatinregulated industrial toxins; and GM crops withditiégard of
the environmental health or the effects on life (imdpe you have the precautionary principle); the cotpgreessure to use
hormones in beef and dairy cattle; the problemnoiting tobacco and tobacco advertising; the use of agdiin car gasoline;
and recently in BC, a new law allowing the use of seveeig@nd with little or no testing or monitoring for teehazards. And
more and more services and drugs for seniors are rentoved&althcare funding — eye examinations, cyst raspgome
hernias, and most alternate treatments — naturopathitjdnal Chinese medicine etc.

Canada has universal health care through a governmentisigmgd insurance fund, with joint provincial-fedexdministration.
Itis broad in its coverage, but has never included dewtisteme use drug, except for some senior citizend| forins of non-
traditional medicine. We, along with the only other doyiin the hemisphere to have such an excellent sy€teiva, have some
of the best health statistics in the world. Canada,nbuthe USA) ratified the UN DHR of 1948, that healthusnan right and a
public resource for community well being, a part of awcpus commons. We have in our Health Act the recagnitiat many
factors contribute to health, including prevention paodlic health as well as individual health care and vagdinst diseases
caused by social, environmental and occupational hazaud, ofithe substance of UN accords on health is supposakito
precedent over conflicting content in other agreementghlere is no monitoring or regulation of adherendéigaccord.
There is no reference to respecting Human Rights oldigeain WTO, NAFTA, or GATS, and dispute settlement dbrefer to
Human Rights commitments in fact, rule against healtlsidenations — as in Canada being forced to extend its gat#attion
for drug companies for 20 years, for an added cost ofoméllito Canadians in higher drug prices. Canada chall@mgkldst its
case against French import ban on Asbestos — a singulaare case of consideration for health. Let's barcleur Canadian
government is the world’s biggest booster of these inferratagreements.

Canada is promoting the export of Canadian health seryieethis position opens Canada to foreign health caiipnsa
Canadians have for many years said that the presantour health care is the most important issue of govent and our
rulers pretend to agree while cutting funding and complaitniagwe just cannot afford our “overburdened healthcatersydVe
can afford however to ruin the health of people in Afgbtami and subsidize military industries (the one accephatoteof
subsidy under trade agreements).We already have privatiedaea — dentistry, drugs, various forms of alterreathedicine and
some private for-profit services, and private/publiedar the infirm elderly; some of this is covered by ptévinsurance
schemes by employers etc. Cost cuts have resulted in esapéyyoff and cuts to hospitals beds and hospital clesuf@C, and
privatizing many services — from food to laundry to wakisposal; all these measures are possible threats tic peblth. Poorly
paid non-union contract employees are less likelyatelgood training and on-the-job supervision. These soeaaéas that can
be opened by GATS to foreign corporations; particularlyiagtnation services which are computerized can be donpahere.
Already there have been cases of betrayal of cortfadiy of patient records in privatized services.

| want to note that not only Canadians feel stronglyiabocessible universal health care. Health worke$ $alvador have
been on strike for eight months. They have successfaltgdthe privatization process of the public healtasgstem. They have
received the support of the Salvadoran people, who have gotrin the hundreds of thousands for six mass marga@ssa
privatization. Over the course of the strike, dozerdoofors and healthcare workers have been fired fiestelated activities,
and thousands have gone for seven months without a pak.cfhe Salvadoran government has used riot police to break up
picket lines and raid striking hospitals, and some 60 strikeiissupporters have been arrested over the coursestiikiee The
ARENA party President has vetoed a hill by the parli@gneow dominated by FMLN, that would recognize the unideshands,
protect healthcare and compensate the striking healtkers, supported by 80% of citizens. The strike and actatinues by a
broad coalition of political and social movements umikt year’s presidential election.

In Canada we also face threats to healthcare- butrdanten’t on strike yet, they rarely show solidawitth other health workers
.Ever since we signed free trade agreements with USAraofiteering medical corporations have looked hungtilZanada’s
healthcare system — while at the same time a minafitySA citizens have looked longingly at it! And GAT Sidhls are
looking at rules that call public services unacceptablediebs

GATS has never attracted the profile or attentionrgiwe Canadian activists to FTA, NAFTA, FTAA, WTO oM We defeated
the MAI in 1988, but many of its planks are being nailed ATS. Secrecy and obscurity are the friends of corpmratand
complicit governments and we in the civil society hitveeveal and shine the spotlight on the implicat@hGATS — that is why
this conference is such a good action, we need tottékek to our communities, we can stop anything ifnfem, unite and
act! There is much resistance to privatization ardilmeralism, even if it is not clear that these jeige power plays are backed
by GATS, people know what is wrong! Or as we say in @&mier) Campbell’'s Cuts hurt! We are too busy fightiagk on
many issues, yet an understanding of GATS is essential tetrategy and we have much work to do.



Many other concerns about public health — including odityt® handle epidemics and major environmental probldike
sewage disposal and water safety, are compromisedkogflaopport at all government levels. Many services gvatized and
lack facilities, will and qualified personnel. Neolibegalvernments sell off services and assets in order ®thav sacred goal, a
balanced budget that corporations demand, along with kawes for business.

To cut taxes for the rich means to cut services forTie universality of our healthcare system, adnmenést by provinces, is
threatened. The workers do not get tax relief yet theg higher costs for basic services while sociatfitsrfor the poor,
jobless, disabled and elderly are cut and cut again.

Sounds familiar? | am sure it does to Germans — did gotecently privatise your postal service? You havehigkest postal
rates in the world. 10 million South Africans lost theater because of privatization and its exorbitant priaad suffer
epidemics of cholera and diarrhoea. They say theydtidight for liberation so that their services andrgses could be sold off
to highest bidder!

Canada’s universal healthcare system is indeed in daegause we have governments that are little more dlotusdldiers for
the captains of industry. Once Canadian companies stlimgshealth services abroad and we allow foreignganies to profit
from Canadian privatized health, no trade agreementidimgg GATS, will protect the unarmed civilian populatiarthis war on
our commons.

Partnership with private companies in building hettilities has saved money for Canadian governmentsioniye short
range. In the end debt payments have made these promeiexpensive than if the governments borrowed the farttie first
place and owned the project from the beginning. Aftercaliporations want to make profits; the public servicesdwot need
profit to serve people with their own money. That iataxes are for. When will we start selling our bl@emd body parts as
others are forced to?

The Canadian government quietly support the biotech indisspysh GM food abroad and to improve its image in Canadia wit
no regard or independent research on long range health efféats. And there is a persistent lobby to introduce GMeat to
Canada, ruinous to our export markets and to the healtanafdtan farms.

In BC the government has refused to negotiate with many sinirciuding health workers, and passed bill allowing latgd
back to work, a policy that has been condemned by teektional Labour Organization. Some health workers h&es teuts in
ages and benefits to keep their jobs. In Alberta artdrion private for-profit hospitals being touted asdhswer to healthcare
problems and will open the door of healthcare to ddmast foreign profit makers under GATS and NAFTA to eQienada
and to claim Canadian health insurance payments faicsero Canadians in the USA. In Canada our health c8r8%s of our
GNP while in privatized forever USA it is 14% sayslass an authority than Canada’s health minister, ARack.

We know from experience of others, look at the restilsivatized prisons in Australia, power and water fréouth Africa to
Philippines, that costs will escalate and quality déteriorate when services become a market commodimding
individualism in the name of privatization and the destonodf universality will only weaken democracy and an eduliét basis
for all citizens in a cooperative community. If thiswhat our governments want, we have to stop them! Camalga NAFTA is
becoming more and more a supplier for the Americareprajf global domination at any cost, including domestiepy, world
domination of resources and the propagation of a mufardtjile based on competition and consumption.

For women, the results of all these bureaucratic rstedrniational machinations are clear, personal and ofteast#ing. Women
are most dependent on health services, are the majbhigalth workers, and are the caregivers at home whklic service fails.
We are most vulnerable to commoditisation of healthicer we will not only loss are health and incom&, dur independence
and place in society.

Health and education both suffer from decreases in fundirthe university level, little independent research caxdne on
areas of health concern. We see more and more ctepesarch funding, including military money, and the resuitl their
availability are owned by funders; a severe compromiseademic freedom.

The privatization of knowledge including the patenting\wérything from life forms to public university reselaiis a threat to the
global commons of shared life, experience and wisddra.ciber net, a commons of communication and knowlemigsotial
movements and public education is under global scrutinyusedaworks too well. Canada is considering chargingfoail
because the postal corporation sees it as a threatpmfit-making ability.

We know that when we go to a university campus, onkeofitst things to note is: is it a Pepsi or Coke cardfgath the Cologne
universities | have spoken at, including this one, are Cakguses. Our universities have made monopoly dealshsgh t
companies, for a payment and a contract; the compagsegeusive sales of its drinks, including bottled wat&asini or Aqua
Fina — and soon Coke’s new “milk drinks”. That's how dgsape for money universities are! The University oftdfim now sells
advertising space — in the toilets, ending years d@iree environment. Rooms and whole buildings in sonieausities are
being named after corporate donors, who usually get arrdrgraegree thrown in for the CEO, free of charge! Thdelen and



steep increase in student fees, (30% at UVIC in 2003) arsihece of replacing cuts in government funding, will soeamthat
only students of privilege can go to university or otlvdne accept a debt load for years after graduation. Wost® earn 72%
of men for the same work in Canada will have an added barfd#gbt repayment and less opportunity to even attervengitiy.

My friend who has a child in elementary school wagified to learn that a special class on traffic safebyld be conducted by —
Ronald MacDonald! She was even more horrified wherspbke to other parents about her concern and they thibugid just
fine! So the corporate ideology and facade of goodwitiir education is visible and acceptable — a dangerouspgiercthat
leads to greater influence.

Canada has a tradition of public schools side by sidepsithte schools — ranging from religious to Anglophliece
establishments that continue to produce the leaders otin@dmns government to alternate schools, like Waldadfintessori.
We do yet have “for profit” schools that are beimgrpoted in the USA or what their proponents call “indepetidhools vs.
“government” schools. Edison Corporation runs over 100 sshiodhe USA, when they fail due to enormous salgrééd to their
executives, the public sector has to pick up the losghanschool. A private USA company has just beerr@adhthe contract to
run Iragi education (Creative International Associatian)lrifast food” schools for the land where writirggience and literature
began. They will get $62M USA from USAID whose stated psegs to expand democracy and free markets. We can see war
globalization and philanthropy are in one neat package!

Corporate interest in Canada for lower education costsaartateaks for the rich have an ideological influenchoBls are forced
to stick to “basics” while “frills” like music, art,dalth and life skills classes are cut. We are all shtwechildren selling
(corporate) chocolate bars in order to fund music aerdthills”. Corporate donations of electronic equipmant biased and
dishonest teaching materials are compromising studeityabithink critically and create a tolerance émrporate advertising
disguised as charity. The corporate ideology of producinmgitonsumers and a flexible work force is replachngeducational
aims of good citizenship and participation in a democgatiiety. The world’s largest retailer, Wal-Mart, eslvily into school
funding — can the University of Wal-Mart with departmentamibn busting, sweatshop labour and community destructidarb
behind?

Class sizes have increased in BC and Ontario, whdgdts continue to shrink. Ontario, Canada’s largest ahestiprovince has
$2.3 B less for education in 2002 that in 1995! In the USA, evhenools have commercial TV shopping programming immet
for equipment, fast food chains and monopoly colas theegs of a “creeping coup d’etat” on public education, §shRéader
calls it, is more widespread, but Canada is usually Bryears behind the USA in changes, and we have the saimty USA
based, corporations and lack of adequate funds. Already orsetg810I district is putting ADs on report cards whilgcteers in
Canada spend between $500-1000 (highest in BC) of theinmmey for basic equipment that the schools cannotdqeov

In Canada we see the closing of many rural schiyoBC the sale of alcohol is privatized and made atsédl in shops in small
communities. Six year old children must ride in a schwoslfor 50 km. daily, but our government, led by a coedicirunk
driver, believes “that a man should not have to drivkr2@o buy a bottle of whiskey!”

So far, GATS itself has not intruded much on our educatiothie provisions of GATS and our governments enthusiasm
exporting education services and its corporate love of budgéor services and tax cuts for the rich makes us viiteera
Already the services within education — from office wtwkleaning- have been separated from the education aefiaitd can
be easily privatized locally, making them open to GAT8lehges. In BC some school districts have become ripos under
new BC laws; they can make a profit and export schoddisghey already do to Asia. They can copyright meltesnd
information — and then sell, rather than share it aseipést: an assault on our knowledge commons and anottméngfo
GATS challenges.

And a word about our other NAFTA partner — Mexico - vehgoverty levels have doubled since NAFTA, 42% live in pgvert
now. 750,000 farm workers lost their jobs in 2003 because opidgnof USA food — can they afford books, fees and equipment
of schools for their children? Education has suffered withet cuts in already meagre spending by Fox's governmeihand
doors are open for privatization and corporate penatrdt is a sad contrast to Cuba with the highesgleof literacy and
achievement in schools in Latin America.

The particular role of women in the work against angasingly aggressive, corporate world is a very impodaat We need to
recognize the global force of the USA is imposing dlalzemination bya willing coalition of complicit governntsrand
corporations. Henry Kissinger said: Globalizatioruist pnother word for USA domination. Globalization WaO- GATS and
military oppression must be seen as a threat to thenoois of wisdom, resources, and cooperation that we waossen
ecofeminists, community workers and justice and peaogsast must resist. The burden placed on women whvdalide the
domestic labour of health care as our health systentsospital care and long terms stays of the infirmdaisdbled will be an
added layer of work. Women'’s jobs in clerical, admini&trg school teaching and service support work — cleamidgaoking
etc. become privatized, subject to lower pay or ldyMbmen generally have less seniority because of fdiféland are the first
to be fired. In education we will have to support our youegpfe to learn the value of common values of commupésice-



building and ecological sustainability to counteract trparate influence in schools that will emphasize irtliglism,
consumerism and competition.

We have seen a civil service replaced by servile govents. What happened? We need to look back to understandfgtalesl
in recent history. At the end of the “Cold War”, aftex recovered from our naivety that things were fine veswvere
confronted by the power of the USA, the world’s only sppwer, a corporate-run government. As Ralph Nader salysttinee
permanent USA government, the provisional governmeheisie USAns think they elect. The Soviet Union wastiters and
ripe for plucking. But after that there were no new fienstfor the expansion imperative of capitalism, no nemtinents to
conquer. (Except outer space - that is another speech hbag-talled Ballistic Missile Defence). So they dedito invade our
commons — nature, history, shared wisdom and commioricaur community and society structures or how e our
resources and help one another.

The corporate agenda calls for more profit productiom fittis new wealth; this requires complicit governmentshbg
democracies or dictatorships. They pay to elect thaisen collaborators, who in turn reduce corporate taxkesegotiate the
conditions for global pillage — known as trade agreemand international fiscal institutions. Governmentsegs, ltax, so they
sell off public assets to their buddies; curtail ses/ttemake them less attractive and ripe for prigdittn. The corporations buy
them up cheap with the money they made on their taxand we lose our commons. Smart,eh?

Our daily task of community and family care givinghinicrease as governments shift to a corporate moddktnas only the
power of militarization to governments after the rulingeslihave stripped us of our public assets. The corporatdagemts
governments to only have the power to maintain interna&rad support the military. Trade agreements prdtatipower and
through military agreements like NATO and a constané sthtvar mania they help military industries to growl a@ap massive
profits. Trade agreements deliberately ignore and excusd erecourage, some would say, much of the world’s trade.

It is necessary to see what trade is excluded from mgres. The arms trade is explicitly exempt from reguldtidnade
agreements, in fact, leaving only the military industsya recipient of government subsidy and support. Saitlietadvantage of
governments to foment war and help the arms industrgajar source of election funds - often disguised asiaivihdustry. It is
easier to get a gun than a water pump in much of the world.

Also ignored in trade agreements is the massive gtodidéd in many illicit substances and products, frongsirlike cocaine and
heroin, which funds wars in Afghanistan to Vietnam to Cdiieanand the movement in endangered flora and faunartnahen
chemical and drug companies.

For women a major concern is the unregulated, rackgowledged trade in human life. Woman in the sex traddirdoy
necessity or fraudulent coercion, domestic workers, bogeldsl really, go to richer countries, peasants loseléra, women
leave rural areas to slave in sweatshops producingylibeuns for the minority world. These women havdnade agreements to
protect them. As a result of poverty and oppression irconstry, often linked to the drug and arms trade, therassive
movement of people around the world. Those who enter cthuntries outside the law are extremely vulnerabédtse and
violence. Unprotected migrant labour, mainly womernisouraged by governments where the home countries deperairon th
returned wages to contribute to foreign currency whidevtomen remain poor and vulnerable. Globalizationues/the use of
lowest possible pay for labour in an increasingly polarizedd, capital moves with elaborate protection; peoptee with none.
Some say that globalization and its institutions noy ontate the global trade in people, but needs it forpsltksposal and
movable labour. The spoils of war include sex slaves lawd Ebour and soldiers, mainly women and children. Astdgocieties
benefit from illegal workers and sweatshop productioditdization, drug production and use and human exploitatieakb
down families and societies, even countries, makimgsiwe social action and political organization imfj@edn the areas of
greatest impact — another benefit for the ruling elitee German historian, Clausiwitz, said: War is jusii®ss by other means.

There is a direct connection from the power of globatimat domination driven by the lust for power — which causevittlence
of poverty, poor health, lack of water, education and commasaityrity to, if deemed necessary for the recalcit(@specially
those sitting on oil, mineral or other wealth), trse of war as the ultimate expression of power. War emrtbenic instability and
increasing poverty under globalization contribute to inéingasomen’s poverty first. They are also responditéncreased
murder and abuse of women and girl children. Sexual vielenindeed a weapon of war and civil breakdown. Women
everywhere, including Canada, are paid less for the samie are the first to be fired and in many culturesezabian men to
exploit on the job. 70% of the world’s poor — and everdasing- are women and children. It is the fate of eoito have to
rebuild lives, families, food production and communitgrawars — and we live in a state of perpetual warintee minority
world struggle to save our local commons and communitiée wying to work in solidarity with our sisters tbfe majority world

Many of us are exhausted from months of opposing a wanddiuel of globalization. We carried the heavy stoni@efitability
in our guts, knowing that we in our millions would naipsthis plunder and conquest. But we did create a gréde¢ger global
movement in which women are the leaders and most ofdheevs. We have learned that we cannot have a one aee pe
movement, a one river environmental movement oreati@tle agreement democracy movement. We know thas e ultimate



action of the globalizers and that war preparationghielworld of resources, destroy the environment and gpaietl that
women in the end are left the job of rebuilding and resgonihat is left of the commons and society. We sakat our struggles
are one, even as in different places we must focusffametit concerns; we build solidarity, strength and comication in our
shared work.

Now is the time to see the connections as clearGudenel Peters of the USA military when he wrdt&her e will be no peace.
At any given moment for therest of our lifetime, therewill be multiple conflictsin mutating for ms around the globe.
Violent conflict will dominate the headlines, but cultural and economic struggles will be steadier and ultimately more
decisive. The defactorole of the USarmed for ceswill be to keep the world safe for our economy and open to our cultural
assault. Tothose ends, we will do afair amount of killing." 1 think we can prove him wrong if we build on our coniets and
shared wisdom.

| have presented the problems and the issues todayigo@anadian perspective; | know it is a gloomy pictbrg,tomorrow we
will discuss our vision, our dreams, and our work in theepan “Resistance and Alternatives Perspectives”. &dergjoice in our
shared joys and take time to enjoy the gifts of life.

In the words of my friend, the Malaysian activistnked=ernandez:
WHO TAKES CHARGE? WOMEN TAKE CHARGE!
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